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Hi Everybody, 

Firstly, we hope that you like our new format for the 
newsletter. For 77 issues it has been pretty ordinary 
but now thanks 

 
 

Permits are now being issued for larger piles, running 
fires etc, you can still burn 1 x 1 x 1 metre (1Cubic 
metre) piles after 6 pm, so please refer back to the 
last newsletter regarding full details of this. 

 

Our Brigade has been called out several times to 
fires that have been due to unattended small pile 
burns by residents who are not observing the correct 
procedure for this. 

 

This restriction was brought about due to the lack of 
rain and the dryness of soil and vegetation. 

Some Reading 

One of our street coordinators Alan Lonsdale from 
Walnut Road passed on an article written by a free- 
lance journalist Bronwyn Adcock who lives in NSW 
in the mountains south of Batemans Bay. This area 
was heavily impacted by the 2020 bush fires, she 

 

 

Hi Everybody, 

As you are all aware, if not, the burning 

season has finished, which means no fires of 

any type running or 1x1x1 piles, permits will not 

be issued until next year, the unseasonal 

weather has not really made much of a 

difference in the outlook for the bush fire 

season. 

So now it’s a matter of mulching as much as you 

can, take that flammable material to the 

transfer station or order in a free bin, some of 

you may have already had a visit from the City 

Fire Inspectors and maybe issued with a work 

order, so hopefully that hasn’t been the case for 

the BFR groups. 

Unfortunately, with the gum trees dropping 

their leaves for the next 2 or 3 months raking 

and gutter/roof cleaning needs to continue to 

keep the fuel load levels down to the minimum 

required in particularly the 20 metre Asset 

Protection Zone around your home/granny flat. 

During our travels and meeting with groups 

there was quite a bit of activity with some 

residents making their properties more Bush 

Fire Ready with sprinkler systems being 

installed and pumps being purchased, 

remember if you intend staying and 

defending which we don’t recommend 

however some members have spent a lot of 

money in upgrading their defenses. 

Remember you need to have your own water 

supply for a start and a 3 or 5,000 litre tank is 

not enough, don’t rely on scheme water as 

this may fluctuate from good pressure to a 

dribble, if one of the FRS red trucks connect 

up to a hydrant then you can only expect very 

low pressure or a trickle. 
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Even with a swimming pool you need a good sturdy pump either petrol or diesel and the 

necessary plumbing to get the water to the hoses. 

Best to follow the checklist for staying and defending and you shall find that there is fair 

bit of infrastructure required, if you can’t meet those requirements then leave and leave 

early. The listing of these requirements is in the stay and defend plan either in the 5-

minute fire chat pack 2bD Firefighting Equipment Checklist or in the new My bushfire plan 

app.   
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As you have probably seen or heard on the Media, DFES have launched a new concept in preparing 

for the bushfire season. The Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) have launched My 

Bushfire Plan, an intuitive platform to help Western Australians create robust bushfire plans. 

 

 Watch this short video to see how My Bushfire Plan 

works, there is a great deal of useful information on 

planning and hopefully for leaving and leaving early, the 

short video ad says it all and we urge you to have a look 

at this website, better still download the app. To get into 

the site type in mybushfireplan.wa.gov.au. or click on 

this link. 

 

Unlike the 5-minute fire chat, putting a plan together 

may take you up to 15 minutes, however all the 

questions lead you into what to take and wear etc. 

rather than handling all those small check lists in the 5-

minute Fire Chat Pack. 

 

The advantage of this new resource is you can keep it 

offline and make any adjustments, if you have the app 

on your phone then you have access to it wherever you 

may be, so there are a lot of advantages. So, take the 

time to access the site and have a look, for those of you 

that do not have a computer or are not familiar with web 

sites and apps, then there is still no problem using the 

5-minute fire chat pack 

 

https://youtu.be/IOlrluwAiIA
http://www.mybushfireplan.wa.gov.au/
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For those of you that have been receiving the newsletter since the beginning, we did have a monthly 

theme, and this was provided by DFES Community Services so now we have the topics back for a 

while and this month’s topic for December is: 

 

TRAVELLING DURING BUSHFIRE SEASON & CAMPFIRE SAFETY. 
Every year, people are killed or seriously injured by bushfires. If you’re travelling or staying near bushland, 
fire is a real risk for you.  
If you plan to travel in bushfire season it is essential, you know what to do if you encounter a bushfire. 
  
DFES’ Travelling During Bushfire Season webpage and Bushfire Travellers Checklist publication provides 
information that can help you to: 

• Understand what to do if you encounter a bushfire while travelling or staying near bushland 

• Know the current fire danger rating for the area you are travelling 

• Find out if there is a total fire ban in the area you are travelling 

• Know how to stay up to date with the latest bushfire information; and 

• additional steps for travelling with a caravan. 

An open campfire is part of camping. But campfires can easily cause a bushfire if you do not build or 

extinguish them correctly. 

DFES’ Campfire Safety webpage provides simple tips to stay safe when camping including: 

• What to do before you light a fire 

• Looking after your campfire; and 

• For further bushfire information please visit dfes.wa.gov.au 
Also remember if you are travelling through an area that is being impacted by a bush fire then you should 
also receive an emergency alert on your mobile phone. 

 

 

https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/bushfire/#travelling-during-bushfire-season
https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/safetyinformation/fire/bushfire/BushfireManualsandGuides/DFES_Bushfire_Travellers_Checklist.pdf
https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/bushfire/#travelling-during-bushfire-season
https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
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COMING EVENTS: 
 DFES Fire and Rescue street meet 

Date & Time: Saturday 19th December – 10:00 am to noon.   

Location: Brae road, Forrestfield 

To the residents of Brae/Brand road, Forrestfield we shall be setting up in Brae 

Road as before supporting the DFES Fire and Rescue crews from Welshpool 

Station. Please come and say hello and pick-up information on keeping your 

home bush fire ready.   

 

Finally, Eddie and I would like to wish all the street coordinators and their group members 

as well as readers of the Newsletter a very happy and safe festive season and see you in 

2021. 
 

Chris Grubba Kalamunda BFRG Facilitator 0427 454 633 

Eddie van Rijnswoud Kalamunda BFRG Facilitator 9293 3494 

So, by now you should have a Fire Plan in place and discussed it with all the family including any 

new strategies that might help you to evacuate your area if the time ever comes and the key 

word: leave early. Communication trees should by now have been updated and given a test run. 

 


