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Hi Everybody,  

To start with the 1st of April as we have 

mentioned in the last newsletter, was an ideal time 

to check that your fire detectors (Smoke Alarms) 

are operational, by doing a quick test usually by 

pressing the button on the unit, some of you may 

do this on a regular basis like when you burn the 

toast. Even though most alarms are hard wired 

they will also have a backup battery, these should 

be replaced as a precaution, a small price to pay. 
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For more information on smoke alarms click on the link Smoke Alarms (dfes.wa.gov.au). 

With winter just around the corner we will look 

at fire safety in your home especially for 

seniors. Here are 8 steps to look at that will 

help improve fire safety in your home. 

 

As we have mentioned before with winter not 

too far away preparation of your property 

/residence is similar to pre bush fire season 

such as: 

 

 • Gutters and valleys need to be kept clear 

of leaves. 

• Downpipes need to be checked that 

they’re not blocked which can cause water 

to back up and overflow into the eaves and 

encroach on the interior of the house. 

• In turn the drainage pipes from the 

downpipes are also clear of leaves and 

debris.  

Click here for more information. 

 DFE36586_A5 STORM BROCHURE_INTERACTIVE (dfes.wa.gov.au) 

https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/safetyinformation/fire/fireinthehome/pages/smokealarms.aspx
https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/safetyinformation/storm/StormGuidelinesandManuals/DFES_Storm-Prepare.pdf
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• Trees close to the residence may have overhanging branches in this case winter storms may 

drop a branch or two causing damage to your roof. 

• Make sure that the power line to the house has the necessary clearance from bushes and 

trees. 

• Make sure any drains in the garden especially on the high side are free, we have at times 

been called to assist the SES where low points are flooded. 

 

 



  

BURNING MOMENTS: 

             On the 1st April we entered the Restricted Burning stage of the season, which means if you intend 

on undertaking any burning you will need a permit to burn which is available from the City of Kalamunda. 

However, at the time of writing this newsletter permits were not being issued due to the unseasonal 

dryness. More rain is needed to ensure it is safe to burn, even our brigade can’t start burning until we 

receive more rainfall. 

   However, you are permitted to burn the 1 metre x 1 metre x 1 metre pile between 6pm and 11pm, there 

are certain rules that need to be followed to undertake this.   

              

Because we are still experiencing reasonably high daytime temperatures it is necessary to keep an eye on 

the Fire Danger Ratings, these are displayed around the City of Kalamunda and also the rating for the day 

can be checked on Emergency WA, if it is Very High or above then no burning is permitted that includes the 

1x1x1 heap.  

 

 
  Basic requirements for burning your 1x1x1 metre pile: 

 

• Make sure the wind speed is at a minimum, at 6pm the 

wind has usually dropped away. 

• If your heap/s are damp consider putting the burn off 

until everything dries out. There is a good chance you 

will create a lot of smoke. Best to let your neighbours 

know that you are going to burn. 

• Make sure the area where your heap/s are located 

have a cleared area of bare earth around the heap at a 

minimum of 3 metres.  

• Make sure that you have someone in attendance at all 

times. This is important as this is usually when the 

brigade is called out.  

• The fire must be fully extinguished by midnight and 

make sure that the remains are well and truly 

saturated with water. Best also to wet the ground 

around the burnt-out area.  

• As we do work in closely with Kanyana can you rake 

your pile before burning to ensure that any small 

creatures have a chance to leave before they are burnt, 

Goannas especially.   

 

 
Click here for more information Planning Burning - Department of Fire and Emergency Services 

(dfes.wa.gov.au) 

https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/plannedburning/
https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/plannedburning/


 

 

 

Take care and don’t hesitate to call us if you have any queries or email us. 

Have a safe April and until May stay safe. 
 

Chris Grubba Kalamunda BFRG Facilitator 0427 454 633 

Eddie van Rijnswoud Kalamunda BFRG Facilitator 9293 3494 


